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Happy New Year! 

ñMay what you see in the mirror delight you, and what other see in you     

delight them.  May someone love you enough to forgive your faults, be blind 

to your blemishes, and tell the world about your virtues.ò Mary Wismer 

And our old standbys are worth revisitingé 

Get in shapeðStart eating healthierðStop procrastinating 

Meet new peopleðBecome more activeðEarn more money 

Become more politeðReduce stressðGet more quality sleep 

Learn to be happier with what you haveðBecome tidier 

Spend more time with the people who matter most to you 

Get out of debtðStart saving moneyðStop being late 

Be that person to someone who needs it most. 

READ MORE BOOKS!! 

Contact us!                                

Donna McGaughey,         

Graham County School          

Superintendent                             

921 Thatcher Blvd.              

Safford, AZ  85546             

928-428-2880                        

Fax: 928-428-8824             
dmcgaughey@graham.az.gov 

Nola Knight,                          

Chief Deputy           
nknight@graham.az.gov               
928-428-2880   

Mandi Moffett, Deputy clerk 

mmoffett@graham.az.gov  

928-428-2880                        

Hours: MondayðThursday      

7:00 a.m.ð6:00 p.m.   

Closed Fridays 

 

Dates to remember                                                                                                                       

January 1ðNew Yearôs DayðParticipate in the Gila Valley Balloon Extravaganza!                   

January 13ðNew Teacher Coalition, 4:30ð6:00 @ SUSD TTC                                                                             

January 17ðMartin Luther King, Jr. Day (Graham County Offices closed)                                          

January 24ðGraham/Greenlee Superintendent meetings                                                                

February 21ðPresidentsô Day (Graham County Offices closed)                                                        

February 16ðGraham County Spelling Bee                                                                                     

February 9ðNew Teacher Coalition 4:30ð6:00                                                                                                                                

Southeast Arizona Teachersô Academy (SEATA) June 6-9, 2022                                                                                                  
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 Extremely Important Drug Awareness Information 

Several times over the past few months, I have attended trainings and 

meetings where Iôve watched a video titled ñThe Rise of Fentanyl: 

Ethanôs Story.ò  The most recent time I watched it was on Dec. 16th at 

the Arizona School Boards Association Annual Conference.  This time 

Ethanôs mother, Dr. Shari Dukes, Director of Student Services at JO 

Combs Unified School District was in the room.   

All I can say is there are fewer things more heartbreaking than losing a 

child, and fewer things more enraging, than having them taken by drugs.   

The photo of the little packet of jelly beans to the left, represents 5 pills 

which can easily be obtained by our children today.  Two of the five 

could be laced with enough fentanyl to kill a person, as one did to 

Shariôs son Ethan.  All he  wanted to do was get a good night sleep    

before a big day.  He was 16.  

 

     Shari handed each of us in the session one of these little baggies.  It made a huge impact on 

me and I want this story to make a huge impact on you.  Please go to  TalkNowAz.com and 

learn what is going on around us and how you can be more aware and help stop this epidemic.  

 

    #BeTheInfluence 

     Talk Early. Talk Often. 

       TalkNowAz.com 

 

Congratulations to James Bryce 

James, who serves on the Solomon Elementary School Board, 

was recently elected to serve as president of the                    

Arizona School Boards Association (ASBA). 

 

James has given many years of service to Solomon School 

and now he will continue to provide leadership to not only   

Graham County but to the state of Arizona as well.  Again,   

congratulations James. 
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The Graham County Spelling Bee  

 Wednesday February 16, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 

Graham County General Services Building Assembly Room  

The winner from the Graham County Spelling Bee will represent us at the Arizona State Spelling 

Bee which will be held Saturday March 19, 2022 @ Madison Center for the ArtsðPhx.  

 

Commonly misspelled words:     

absence  criticize  February  niece   schedule 

accidentally  decision  finally   noticeable  scissors 

accommodate definitely  foreign  occasion  separate 

achieve  desperately  friend   occurred  similar 

acquaintance  dictionary   government  opposite  sincerely 

against  different  grammar  particular  straight 

a lot   disease  guarantee  physical  strengthen 

already  doesnôt  height   pneumonia  studying 

argument  embarrass  immediately  possess  summarize 

attendance  enough  independent  practically  surprise 

because  environment  instead  preferred  thorough 

beginning  especially  interrupt  privilege  tomorrow 

believe  exaggerate  judgment  probably  truly 

business  excellent  leisure   raspberry            until                                                                                                          

calendar  excitement  library   realize   vacuum 

cemetery  experience  lightning  receive  vegetable 

chief   familiar  lonely   recommend  Wednesday 

committee  fascinate  lying                         remember  weight                                                                                              

conscience  familiar  millionaire  restaurant  weird 

convenience   fascinate  mischievous  rhythm  yacht  

courageous   favorite  necessary  ridiculous  

 

      Good luck spellers!   

 



 

Page 4 Graham County School News 

 

 

 
 

Your little one learns through their senses and experiences. Their eyesight, which develops      

rapidly in early childhood, is a big part of how they explore, discover and connect with you and 

their other caregivers. And because they learn so much through their eyes, itôs important to make 

sure your childôs vision health is part of their regular check-ups.   

 

Any problems with your childôs eye health and vision development are easier to correct with early 

treatment. Most can be treated successfully, usually with glasses, eye drops or patches. But un-

corrected vision problems can  affect their ability to learn to read and do well in school later on. 

And some, like lazy eye (amblyopia), can cause permanent vision loss if not caught and treated 

early. 

Children Donôt Know What They Canôt See 

Babies obviously canôt tell you if theyôre not seeing well, but toddlers and older children rarely 

complain about vision problems. They usually think everyone sees the world the way they do. But 

statistics show that about 1 in 20 preschoolers have vision problems, so theyôre fairly common. 

 

Ask for a Vision Screening 

The best thing you can do for your young childôs vision health is to talk with your doctor or 

healthcare provider about giving your child a vision screening. They may do a vision screening 

during a well-child visit, but if they donôt, you can ask for one. (óI noticed my child didnôt get a     

vision screening today. I know itôs important, and I want my childôs vision screened.ô) You can also 

get vision screenings through home visiting programs, Head Start and other child care programs, 

and some community health fairs.  

 

In addition to checking with your childôs doctor or healthcare provider, First Things First supports a 

variety of free screenings for young children in several FTF regions across Arizona: 

 

¶ Have your childôs vision or hearing checked (sensory screenings). 

¶ See how your child is progressing with developmental milestones and any concerns you may 

have (developmental screenings). 

¶ If needed, get a referral for further evaluation or additional support. 

¶  

Learn more about Developmental and Sensory Screenings and use our search tool to see if 

programs are available near you. 

 

When Should Your Childôs Vision Be Screened? 

¶ For the first time, as early as age 1 

¶ At least once between 3 ï 5 years old  

¶ Every 1 to 2 years throughout grade school 

 

Your child should get their first vision screening after their first birthday as part of their well-child 

visit with a doctor or healthcare provider. Theyôll ask you some questions about your childôs health 

and behavior (Does your baby rub their eyes?                                      Continued on page 5) 



 

Page 5 Graham County School News 

 

 

 
 

Any unusual redness or crusting in the eye area?), and theyôll examine your childôs eyes and 

check their ability to track an object. They may look into your childôs eyes with a lighted instrument 

(ophthalmoscope) or use a photoscreener (autorefractor) to take a picture of your childôs eyes. 

 

Your childôs vision should also be screened at least once between the ages of 3 and 5 by their  

primary healthcare provider or a trained screener. Toddlers and preschoolers get vision       

screenings using charts to measure how well they can see. Your child will be asked to stand at a 

distance and identify the shapes or letters on the chart. Each eye should be tested separately. If 

your child isnôt able or willing to cooperate in a vision screening with charts, a photoscreener can 

be used. 

 

If your child fails a vision screening, youôll be referred to an eye doctor for a more complete eye 

exam. An eye doctor (optometrist or ophthalmologist) will determine if your child has a vision 

problem. And if so, how to treat it, with glasses or other options. 

 

Things to Keep in Mind 

 

¶ Asking your child to follow an object with their eyes may be used as part of a vision screening 

for young children, but itôs not a complete vision screening. 

¶  

¶ A vision screening is not necessary for children with certain developmental delays that cause 

difficulties with language and speech, motor skills, behavior, memory, learning, or other     

neurological functions. Instead, eye doctors recommend that all children with these types of 

delays receive a comprehensive eye exam. 

 

Learn More About Vision Health 

 

Visit EyesOnLearning.org for more information, tools and resources to help support your childôs 

healthy vision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eyes on Learning is Arizonaôs vision health initiative dedicated to making sure that children with 

vision problems are identified early and receive an eye exam and follow-up treatment to achieve 

better vision health. And listen to the First Things First pArentZ pod for more information about 

vision health for young children. 
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Online Workshop   For High School Teachers 

Saturday, January 8 

9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. MST  

Econ Express is a unique online resource that gives students and teachers the chance to learn, 

practice, and assess their knowledge of 51 important economic concepts. Grubhub credit for 

lunch included.  

REGISTER FOR GETTING THE MOST OUT OF ECON EXPRESS!   

 

 

 

 

MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS 101 

Online Series  For Middle & High School Teachers 

January - February, 2022 

4:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. MST  

Tuesday, January 11: Inflation 

Tuesday, January 25: GDP 

Thursday, February 10: Unemployment 

Tuesday, February 22: Interest Rates 

Educators can attend sessions § la carte, but teachers in the target audience (middle and high 

school economics, social studies, or CTE instructors) who participate in at least three sessions 

and complete a brief reflection exercise in connection to each session will receive a                             

$100 gift card. 

 REGISTER FOR MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS 101 (ONE OR ALL) 

 

Elementary: https://mailchi.mp/brownfoundations.org/help-us-plan-for-2022  

Middle & High School: https://mailchi.mp/brownfoundations.org/help-us-plan-for-next-year       
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 ANIMAL HOUSE! USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE TO TEACH BASIC                                    
ECONOMIC CONCEPTS  

 
Online Workshop  For Grades K-2 Teachers 

 
Thursday, January 13 

 
4:00 - 5:00 pm MST 

This virtual workshop uses two unique childrenôs books to help teachers incorporate effective    
literacy strategies into creative and engaging content-integrated lessons, geared toward grades   

K-2. Attendees will receive copies of the featured books. 
 

REGISTER FOR ANIMAL HOUSE!  
 

SPRING 2022 ELEMENTARY ECONOMICS BOOK FAIR  
 

Online Modules For Grades K-5 Teachers   
 

January 20 - February 18 
 

Self-paced 
This flexible professional development program will give K-5 educators an opportunity to explore 
six childrenôs books accompanied by engaging lesson plans that help students understand        

economic and personal finance concepts. Registrants who complete all program requirements (at 
least 3 self-paced 45-minute modules and a survey) will receive two books of their choice. 

  
REGISTER FOR ELEMENTARY ECONOMICS BOOK FAIR  

 
ONLINE GRAPHING TOOLS  

 
Online Workshop For High School Teachers 

 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

 
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. MST 

   
Learn how to make your own charts and graphs for online and in-person lessons, but also how to 
support students in generating data displays for their assignments and presentations. All           
attendees will receive a Kindle edition of Better Data Visualizations: A Guide for Scholars,          

Researchers, and Wonks by Jonathan Schwabish. 
  

REGISTER FOR ONLINE GRAPHING TOOLS  
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2022 SPRING ECONOMICS BOOK CLUB   

Online Self-Paced Book Club For Middle & High School Teachers 

 

February 3 - March 27  

Join us for an intellectually stimulating exploration of J. Brian O'Roarkôs Why Superman Doesnôt 

Take Over the World: What Superheroes Can Teach Us About Economics. All registrants will    

receive a copy of the book and four self-paced modules. There will also be two optional Zoom 

meetings. 

  

REGISTER FOR 2022 SPRING ECONOMICS BOOK CLUB  

 

 

DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE ECONOMICS ASSESSMENTS  
 

Online Workshop For Middle & High School Teachers 
 

Saturday, February 5 
 

9:30 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. MST  
 

Learn how you can use test blueprints, research-based guidelines for effective exam items, and 
performance assessment tasks with rubrics to better understand your studentsô progress. Weôll 
focus on economics, but these assessment principles also apply to other disciplines. Attendees 

will receive a $25 Grubhub credit. 
  

REGISTER FOR DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE ECONOMICS ASSESSMENTS  
 

THE ECONOMICS OF LOVE AND ROMANCE 
 

Online Workshop For Middle & High School Teachers 
 

Tuesday, February 8 
 

4:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m. MST  
 

How can market forces help us understand the dating scene? How do incentives and opportunity 
cost impact relationship decision-making? Weôll explore these ideas and more, highlighting       

possible classroom activities along the way. 
  

REGISTER FOR THE ECONOMICS OF LOVE AND ROMANCE  
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VOTE: INCOME DISTRIBUTION   
 

Online Workshop For Middle, High School & University Teachers 
 

Saturday, February 12 
 

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. MST  
 

Voices On The Economy (VOTE) is an award-winning program that teaches educators to present 
diverse perspectives in a balanced and accurate way so that students can make up their own 
minds about what they believe and find their own voices on the issues. Join us for a free one-day 
workshop that will delve into the issue of Income Distribution, looking at it from the liberal,         
conservative, and radical perspectives. Attendees will receive a $25 Grubhub credit.  

  
REGISTER FOR VOTE: INCOME DISTRIBUTION  

 
ACEE EVENTS  

 
The Economics of Rescue in the Holocaust  

 
This online workshop will help educators of grades 6-12 to connect and integrate economic     
principles to the heroic choices of the few that were willing to help. Saturday, January 22 from   

9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. MST.  For more info and to register click here.   
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE 
 

All participants receive digital resources and a certificate of professional development hours. 
Pre-service teachers are welcome at all programs.  

 
FUTURE ONLINE PROGRAMS  

 
Our dates are not yet finalized, but watch this newsletter for new programming in the coming 

months. A partial list of future programs includes: 
 

¶ Increasing Students' Interest Through Experiential Learning 
 

¶ Designing Data-Focused Student Projects 
 

¶ The Economics of Ikea 
 

¶ Economic Mobility and the American Dream 
 

¶ VOTE: The Environment 
¶  

¶ And more!  
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Fiducius  
A Better Kind of Benefit 

Feel Better with Student 

Loan Financial Planning 

Take control of your student loans with the voluntary Loan Relief benefit from 

Fiducius.  Their expert Advisors are ready to help make sure you get the      

savings you deserve.  Join your nonprofit colleagues who lowered their monthly 

student loan payments an average of $660.  Thatôs $7,920 in income your fist 

year! 

Living Our Best Lives as a Family 

ñSince teaming up with Fiducius, my life has changed drastically for the better! Having the 

stress and weight of roughly $500 per month in student loan payments lifted has    allowed 

my family to actually LIVE! We can pay our bills, fill our cupboards and fridge, go on family 

outings, eat out as a family and still have money left over.ò 

Erin H. Teacher 

Itôs Easy to Get Started with the Loan Relief Benefit 

Let an expert student loan Advisor at Fiducius get to work for you: 

Ý Assess ï learn about your personal financial situation and goals 

Ý Advise ï identify the best option to solve your student loan issue 

Ý Relieve ï provide a personalized Student Loan Financial Wellness Plan 

The personalized plan is yours at no cost. Then, decide to hire Fiducius (fees may apply), or pursue the 

plan on your own. Itôs up to you. 

Visit https://aacss-graham.myfiducius.com/register 

Register to learn how much you could save in just a few minutes.  

If youôre having trouble logging in, email LoginAssistance@GetFiducius.com, put ñGrahamò in the subject line, and provide a 

brief description of the problem. 



 

 

Degree options include: 

§ M.Ed Educational LeadershipðPrincipal Certification 

§ M.Ed School Counseling 

§ M.Ed Educational Technology 

§ Ed.D. Educational Leadership 

§ MS Mathematics Education 

§ MA Science Teaching 

§ MA English Literature 

§ Many more program options available 

        To get started on your degree, contact NAU at 928-523-5511 
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Graham County Schools employees 
NAU is proud to serve Graham County Schools employees with convenient and flexible bachelorôs 

and masterôs degree options that fit the lifestyle of working professionals. 

NAU provides affordable and accessible degrees online and at select sites across Arizona, as well as 

reduced tuition for Graham County Schools employees enrolled in an NAU  graduate degree program 

http://catalog.nau.edu/Catalog/index.  Learn more about NAUôs partnership with Graham County 

Schools at https://nau.edu/educational-partnerships/graham-county-schools 

To pursue the tuition reduction program, follow the instructions on the tuition reduction form 

https://nau.edu/wp-content/uploads/NEW-NAU-Tuition-Reduction-Form_Employee2.pdf 

At NAU, we support you with: 
¶ Tuition savingsða 10% reduction in tuition for all graduate degree programs (exception Personal-

ized Learning). 

¶ Affordable tuitionðour undergraduate degree programs offer affordable tuition rate options. 

¶ A dedicated Student Success Teamðwe have a team to assist you from application to graduation. 

¶ Flexible deliveryðselect online and in-person program options to match your lifestyle. 

¶ Varietyðchoose from over 100 program options. 

¶ Maximum transfer creditðwe have bachelorôs degree options that transfer up to 90 credits. 

¶ Personalized Learning optionða fully online learning platform that allows students to accelerate 

their pace towards degree completion. 



         

   

 {ŀũƻǊŘ /ƛǘȅ-DǊŀƘŀƳ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

 

 What can the library do for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 
 
For more information 
call 928-432-4165 or visit 
saffordlibrary.org 
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Online                

Tutoring 

through                    

Tutor.com 

Library Tours 

and            

Field Trips 

Research 

Databases 

Downloadable 

ebooks and  

audiobooks 


